
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



How to Understand Heaven 
 
My favorite vacation spot growing up was a retreat 
center in Waco, Texas. My parents took care of foster 
kids and attended a training there each year. It didn’t 
matter that our annual summer vacation was in an arid 
town in central Texas. We got to stay in a hotel, and 
the retreat center had a pool with a diving board and a 
basketball goal with a net. 

As far as I was concerned it was Heaven on 
Earth. 

I’ve since been to places like Fort Walton 
Beach, Florida, where the sand is as white as fluoride 
toothpaste and Southfork, Colorado, where the pine-
laden air makes you feel like you’ve grown a new pair 
of lungs. For my honeymoon I went to Paradise Island 
in the Bahamas, where the coconut palms are tall and 
green, the water is transparent like stretched saran 
wrap, and the sand as pure as ash. I know God is 
supposed to be everywhere, but I think He spends a lot 
of time in the Bahamas. I’m convinced it’s the original 
location of the Garden of Eden, even if it is 
geographically impossible. 

Most of us have a favorite vacation spot. It’s 
our favorite because it’s tangible—more than 
something we can imagine. Cancun, for example, is 
not one of my favorite vacation spots. It’s not that I 
don’t like Cancun. It’s just that I’ve never been, and 
it’s hard to get excited about a place I’ve never been. 



Heaven for many of us is a proverbial Cancun. 
We believe it’ll be amazing, but it’s hard for us to get 
excited about it because we’ve never been there, and 
because we’ve never been there, we don’t know much 
about it, and since we don’t know much about it, it’s 
hard to get excited. We could talk about how amazing 
it will be to gaze at God sitting on His throne, or to 
walk among angels, or to talk with Moses—all of 
which sound wonderful—but is this all we’ll be doing 
in Heaven? At best, we can only get excited because 
we’re supposed to be excited, which, if we’re honest, 
isn’t that exciting.  

The key to understanding Heaven is to know 
that the Bible presents it as a story God is telling on 
Earth, which means you don’t have to wait until you’re 
there to know about it.  

A popular quip is, “I’m just passing through 
this world on my way to Heaven,” which sounds holy 
but insinuates life on Earth is a way station for eternity; 
a minor inconvenience towards the ultimate 
destination. But this is like saying we’re understudies 
practicing our parts in deleted scenes that won’t make 
the final cut. 

This doesn’t resonate with a Savior who 
intentionally left us in the world for a purpose (Matt 
28:18-20; Jn 17:15; Acts 1:8). 

The Bible offers a framework for 
understanding Heaven. I like to call this framework 
God’s screenplay for Heaven. The screenplay will 
transform the way you think about Heaven, and 



consequently the way you live on Earth. It strings 
together scenes which form a spectacular story, one 
that helps you see you’re more than an understudy in 
trivial scenes, but a character whose part matters in 
scenes that make an eternal difference. 

Life on Earth is a casting call for life in 
eternity. And God doesn’t want you to merely be in 
the movie, but to play the part He wrote with you in 
mind. Life on Earth is about preparing you for your 
role in Heaven. 

Screenplays are essential to telling a story. 
They show not only what will happen but also how it 
will happen; they show how everything fits together. 

Telling a story without a screenplay is called 
impromptu. It’s making it up as you go, without regard 
for direction. God does not make things up as He goes. 
He doesn’t improvise. Heaven isn’t a low-budget film 
trying to make a name for itself. With God there is 
thoughtful, planned, high-level production. What’s 
more, the “bad guy” loses and the “good guy” gets to 
live in the happily ever after. 

God’s screenplay for Heaven will help you 
understand one of the Bible’s most mysterious 
subjects, so you can spend your time on Earth living 
for it. This screenplay will help you understand 
Heaven, regardless of your theological acumen. 

This screenplay also sheds light on popular and 
practical questions on Heaven, like, 

 
• “What will life in Heaven be like?” 



• “Can a person really visit Heaven and 
come back to Earth?” 

• “Will we know our loved ones in 
Heaven?” 

• “Will we remember our time on 
Earth?” 

• “Will we eat in Heaven?”  
• “Will we be married in Heaven?” 

 
God’s screenplay for Heaven will not only help 

you find insights to these questions, but help you learn 
how to think through questions yourself. This is 
important because the screenplay will help you follow 
Jesus’ command to “Seek first the Kingdom of 
Heaven” (Matt 6:33). To steal the old saying about 
catching a fish: Answer a man’s questions on Heaven, 
bless him for a day. Teach a man how to answer his 
own questions on Heaven, bless him for a lifetime. 

Or better, an eternity. 
 
Christians will live forever in Heaven. Christians who 
understand Heaven will get to spend their time on 
Earth preparing to live there. Christians who don’t do 
this are missing out on some dazzling blessings: 

 
Don’t store up for yourselves treasures on 
earth, where moth and rust destroy and where 
thieves break in and steal. But store up for 
yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither 



moth nor rust destroys, and where thieves 
don’t break in and steal. For where your 
treasure is, there your heart will be also (Matt 
6:19-21).  
 
Whatever you do, do it from the heart, as 
something done for the Lord and not for 
people, knowing that you will receive the 
reward of an inheritance from the Lord. You 
serve the Lord Christ (Col 3:23-24). 

 
May we all be richly rewarded for seeking first the 
Kingdom of Heaven.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 


