
Life Story
King David

Big Idea: No matter how “successful” our earthly rulers are, the King of Kings reigns in perfection

Narrator:
There is a song that the people of Israel and the surrounding countries learned well during the 

life of David – the first great king of Israel. The refrain echoed ahead of him, thundered behind him in 
battle, and haunted him in his failure. 

Lydia:
“Saul has killed his thousands,

but David his tens of thousands”

Narrator:
The story of David is a compelling yet bloody tale of intrigue, romance, irony, and grace. 

Through it we see the rise of a king, kingdom, and the subsequent fall of the king and kingdom. His 
story goes to show us that no matter how “successful” our earthly rulers are, the King of Kings – Jesus 
– reigns in perfection. However, the grand story of David’s rise to power finds its roots in humble 
beginnings.

Samuel:
When God told me to go anoint the next king of Israel, I was more than a little worried. I fully 

intended to obey, but still I asked God, “How can I do that? Saul is still alive and if he hears about this, 
I’m good as dead!” Ever since our last run in where God revoked Saul’s blessing as king, Saul and I 
haven’t exactly been on speaking terms. There are rumors of him become more and more erratic too. 
So God had me set up a special worship service in Bethlehem. The elders and their sons were invited, 
which included Jesse and his sons. 

I knew that God wanted me to anoint one of Jesse’s sons, so when I met Eliab, I thought for 
sure this was the man God had chosen. However, God disagreed. He told me not to look for 
appearances, but rather for the one that he had chosen. He said to me, “Man does not see what the Lord 
see, for man sees what is visible, but the Lord sees the heart.” Jesse had seven sons at the service and as
each were introduced to me, I felt God denying each one. After the last one, I asked if there were any 
other sons (as if there weren’t already too many) and Jesse said that he had one more named David, but 
he was the youngest and tending the sheep. I felt God nod his head. I told Jesse to get David. We 
wouldn’t start the service until then. 

As David walked up, I heard God confirm to me that this was his chosen one. I took out the oil 
and anointed David in the presence of his family. From that moment, the Spirit of God took control of 
David. 

I on the other hand, took my leave. 

Narrator:
David was chosen by God. But not only was he chosen by God, he was soon chosen by Saul to 

be a court musician. Having lost God’s divine protection, Saul was beset by evil spirits and needed 
something to calm his nerves. Members of his household knew that David was skilled at the harp and 
so he was summoned to the court. There David got a front row seat to royal life and saw the negative 
example of Saul first hand. 



David:
I wish I could say that my brothers treated me with a bit more respect after what Samuel risked 

his life to do for me. But it only seemed to get worse. Maybe they were jealous or suspicious of me, but
all in all, that anointing didn’t really make things easy for me and my brothers. You may have heard 
about this story before, but early on after the anointing and the gig at Saul’s palace, my brothers went 
off to fight in the army against the Philistines. Dad sent me to deliver cheese and bread to my brothers 
and I gladly went. 

When I arrived, I found out about this big guy named Goliath on the Philistine side. He was 
challenging our forces to one on one combat. Everyone on our side was terrified of the guy. King Saul 
was desperate for someone to take up the challenge, so he had a crazy offer on the table: riches, no 
more taxes, and the hand of his daughter Michal in marriage. I was a bit on the younger side to fight, 
but no one else was willing to stand up to this giant who was blaspheming God and mocking us. I 
asked around for me information, and my brothers came up to scold me and accused me of leaving the 
flock to come watch the fighting.

Love you too bro, good to see you.
Anyway, I told him that the flock was in good hands and I was just here to deliver cheese. But 

now I’d heard about this Philistine and wasn’t gonna walk away in good conscience. I went to Saul and
in my most confident voice, told him to not worry about Goliath, I would go and fight him. 

Saul wasn’t impressed. 
He tried to get me to reconsider, but I had made up my mind. I told him of the times when I’d 

fought of lions and bears with my hands and simple tools like a sling. This Goliath was a big guy, but I 
knew that with God’s help and with how He had been preparing me, I could defeat Goliath. Saul tried 
to get me to wear his armor, but I refused. It wasn’t what I was used to and would just get in the way. I 
took my trusty sling and faced the giant. 

Goliath hurled empty threats at me and I told him that I would defeat him in the name of 
Yahweh, the Lord of hosts. I whirled my sling, released the stone, and it was a direct headshot. Goliath 
crumpled to the ground. I rushed over to him, took his sword and chopped the giant’s head off. God 
was victorious.

Narrator:
This shocking victory soon became the legendary in Israel. Saul was amazed by this local 

shepherd and musician and took him into his house hold. David soon became fast friends with Saul’s 
son Jonathan and they together went to war for Saul. 

Lydia:
The inspiration for the song was pretty straight forward I’d say. David had burst onto the scene 

and every time he went out, God was with him and granted his victory. Whether it was in matters of 
war or whatever else, this guy just kept succeeding. Sure, Saul was pretty great too back before he went
kinda, well, you know, crazy. But David was on a whole other level and everyone knew it. I wrote up a 
song in honor of our new hero and taught it to ladies from all the surrounding cities and it caught on 
quick. The chorus is the most recognizable part of the song and it kinda became a theme song for David
every time he returned from a successful battle:

“Saul has killed his thousands,
but David his tens of thousands.”

David:
Those were the days. It was incredible to go with Jonathan, fight for God against our enemies 

and always return victorious. But I could tell my consistent success was beginning to bother my would 
be father in law. We all knew that he was becoming more and more paranoid. Everything changed the 



first time he tried to kill me with a spear while I was playing him a song on the harp. I escaped him 
both times this happened and I guess he got spooked. He knew God was with me and so he tried to 
leave me alone and make peace by placing me in charge of 1000 men. I think he still wanted to kill me,
but was hoping that the Philistines would finish the job for him. 

The people were behind me though, and I think that also got to him and made him think twice 
about directly harming me. He tried to get me to fight for him further by telling me that he would give 
me his daughter, Merab, in marriage. I was already anticipating marrying one of his daughters, Michal, 
so I refused the offer. When Saul heard about Michal and I, he offered her to me on the condition that I 
kill 200 philistines and bring back evidence. I’d rather not delve into the details of what evidence 
exactly he wanted, but I fulfilled the request and was married to Michal. 

Narrator:
The joys of marriage were short lived for David and Michal. Saul continued to make 

assassination attempts toward David and even tried to get Jonathan to kill his friend David at his 
command. One day, as Saul sent men to David’s house to kill him in the morning, Michal found out 
and helped him escape. She wouldn’t see David again for many years and was cruelly married off to 
another man in the mean time. 

This marked a turning point in David’s life. He was a man on the run, but also a man with a 
legacy and quickly gained a following despite his perilous position with the king. He received aid from 
many places, one of which was Ahimelech the priest. This priest helped feed David and his men. He 
gave David the sword of Goliath. Finally, he blessed David on his mission, unaware that David was on 
the run from the king as a fugitive. 

David:
I regret lying to Ahimelech, but I felt desperate and I guess justified it to myself. I was thinking 

about my life and the life of my men, but I failed to take into account how this could affect Ahimelech. 
One of Saul’s men, Doeg, saw us receive aid from Ahimelech and reported it to the king. I did see him 
as we left and figured he’d rat us out. Saul called in Ahimelech and his entire family. They must have 
been terrified.

Saul interrogated them about why they had helped me. Ahimelech correctly testified that he 
didn’t have any reason not to believe what I said and didn’t know that I was on the run from the king. 
In his madness, Saul refused to believe the man of God and ordered his men to kill Ahimelech and his 
entire family. I’m proud to say that the servants of the king refused to comply – they knew killing 
God’s priests would be a grievous evil. 

Sadly, Doeg wasn’t so tied to his morals. He stepped up to the plate and killed Ahimelech, his 
father, brothers, and all their women, children, and infants. He went even further and killed all of their 
livestock. 

It was sickening to hear what happened and I still think about the cries of those children to this 
day. 

Miraculously, Abiathar, one of Ahimelech’s sons escaped and found us. He told us all about 
what happened and I mourned with him. He joined my men that day. I told him that I took full 
responsibility for the lives of everyone in his family. 

Lydia:
“Saul has killed his thousands,

but David his tens of thousands.”



Narrator:
Abiathar would go on to serve David in the days and years to come as a spiritual adviser of 

sorts. Rather than blame David for what had happened, he doubtless felt safer with David than in the 
clutches of Saul. Unlike Samuel, Abiathar was not a prophet. Instead, as David was the one with the 
Spirit of God, he performed the duties of a prophet for his company as well as being their military 
leader. Throughout the books of 1 and 2 Samuel, when faced with a great difficulty, David would call 
Abiathar and say “Bring me the Ephod.”

An Ephod is the official robe God’s priests would wear when conducting acts of worship before 
God. In wearing an Ephod, David was dressing for the occasion of going before the Lord and inquiring 
of Him. Unlike Saul’s armor all those years ago, this armor suited him well for when he would go to 
spiritual battle for his people. When wearing the Ephod, David humbled himself, asked the Lord for 
guidance, and God instructed him in what to do. This allowed him to evade his enemies, discover 
winning strategies, and protect his people. David was a capable warrior, but he knew that his 
capabilities didn’t compare to the wisdom of God. 

David:
As Saul pursued me over the years, I had more than one opportunity to defeat him. Much to the 

confusion of my men, I never lifted a hand to harm Saul. Not only was he my father in law, but until 
God determined to remove Saul, he was still the chosen king of Israel and it wasn’t my responsibility to
lead a bloody rebellion against the king. God had chosen me as well, but I would go on to succeed, not 
over take, Saul. That was my philosophy – which some found frustrating. 

However, in due time Saul removed himself from the picture sadly. After a particularly harsh 
loss, Jonathan was killed and Saul was heavily wounded. I got conflicting reports about what happened 
next, but eventually learned that Saul asked his armor bearer to kill him so that the Philistines wouldn’t.
When his armor bearer refused, Saul fell on his own sword. Upon hearing word of this, my men and I 
mourned for Saul.

Narrator:
So ends the sad story of Saul, the first king of Israel. Though David’s story has already begun, 

his rise to power would not be a smooth one. At the Lord’s leading, David moved his band to Hebron in
Judah. He had the support of Judah, his countrymen, early on and ruled over them but one of Saul’s 
sons tried to assume leadership over Israel. This son was not anointed by God, and so his rule was 
unsuccessful. David maintained patience and after some decisive victories in a violent civil war, took 
control of the throne of Israel, uniting the kingdom and entering into the golden age of his rule. At age 
30, David was formally installed as Israel’s new king. 

Lydia:
“Saul has killed his thousands,

but David his tens of thousands.”

David:
In those years, I was blessed with the guidance of God every time I inquired of him. Michal was

restored to me and my wives bore me many children. At God’s leadership, Israel was victorious over 
her enemies and we maintained a hard won peace. However, the greatest moment of my rule was ahead
of me. The Ark of the Covenant, which had been lost since the days of the Prophet Samuel, had been 
found. I ordered it moved from Obed-edom’s family to Jerusalem so that it could be back in the 
tabernacle before the Lord – where it belongs.

It wasn’t easy to move it, as anyone that touched it incorrectly immediately died, but eventually 
we brought it home. The day the ark was home was one of the happiest days of my life. 



Elizabeth:
I’ll never forget the day that the ark of the covenant was brought back to Jerusalem. I’d grown 

up hearing about it from my parents, but I had never seen it before. I was working as a handmaiden in 
David’s palace under princess Michal at the time, but everyone came out to see the return of the ark. 
My friends and I made our way toward the gate and witnessed this historic moment. 

It was historic and unprecedented for a few reasons. First, the Ark was finally home. It was the 
physical representation of God’s presence with his people and it had been missing for almost a 
generation. God was still with us, but we took this as a great sign going forward that a new age of 
blessing was about to unfold under the leadership of David. For all of Saul’s reign, may he rest in 
peace, the ark was missing from Jerusalem. 

Secondly, I don’t think I’ve ever seen rejoicing or celebration in Israel that compares to that day
as the parade entered the city carrying the ark. Everyone was dancing, singing, and praising God. And 
by everyone, I mean everyone – even King David! My friends and I were amazed to see the king not 
wearing his royal robes and behaving as his stately self. Instead, he wore an ephod – the robes of a 
priest – and was dancing more passionately than anyone else around him. It was as if to say, everyone 
from the lowest to the greatest, should worship God without shame. 

The children jumped into the fray with the king and danced joyfully before God. King David set
the example that day for me and generations to come, that no one is above passionately worshiping 
God. God’s presence is something worth celebrating and we should worship him with our whole heart, 
soul, and body! If a king can raise his hands, dance, and sing loudly before God, when why can’t I? It 
was at this moment that I and my friends knew that King David was truly different from Saul and not 
just another military leader. He was a priestly king that led his people into the worship of God. 

Nathan:
After the Ark was back and peace had been established, David called me in to talk about the 

Tabernacle – the ceremonial tent where we worshiped God. I was the lead prophet of God at the time, it
wasn’t unusual for him to call me. He felt guilty that he was living in a grand palace, but God was 
living in a mere tent. I agreed with him and initially told him that he should build a temple, but 
afterward, God revealed something else to me. 

Narrator:
God told David through Nathan the prophet that David would not be the one to build him a 

temple. In fact, God was perfectly content with the tent because it wasn’t about the physical structure. 
God is not confined or benefited by buildings made by human hands. Instead, God established the 
Davidic Covenant with David – one of the most important promises of the Old Testament that is fully 
fulfilled in Jesus. In this covenant, God turned David’s request on its head and said in 2 Samuel 7:11-
16, “The Lord declares to you: The Lord Himself will make a house for you. 12 When your time comes 
and you rest with your fathers, I will raise up after you your descendant, who will come from your 
body, and I will establish his kingdom. 13 He will build a house for My name, and I will establish the 
throne of his kingdom forever. 14 I will be a father to him, and he will be a son to Me…. 15 But My 
faithful love will never leave him as I removed it from Saul; I removed him from your way. 16 Your 
house and kingdom will endure before Me[a] forever, and your throne will be established forever.’”

This covenant and prophecy is of great importance to the story of the Bible. David’s son, 
Solomon, would go on to build a temple for God. However, eventually David’s sons are no longer on 
the throne of Israel and the kingdom fails. So how is this promised kept? Through Jesus – a descendant 
of David. Jesus became the eternal high priest and even compared himself to the temple – the true 
temple. Jesus is the King of Kings and the eternal king of the universe. He is the son of God and calls 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Samuel+7&version=HCSB#fen-HCSB-8197a


God his Father. God’s faithful love for him will never leave, which means that those of us that are 
Christians are part of Christ, will also never lack God’s love for us. 

While David’s earthly throne eventually crumbled, King Jesus would come and establish a 
heavenly throne forever by ushering in the Kingdom of God.  

Nathan:
I remember the day that everything turned upside down. I was praying before the Lord when I 

felt a great disturbance in my Spirit and rushed off to the palace. Through a series of revelations and 
discussions with others at the palace, along with what I know now, I can tell you about the day that the 
great king David fell.

Rather than be out with his troops as he normally did David was at home, overlooking the city 
from the balcony. From there, he looked out and saw something that he shouldn’t have. A young 
woman, the daughter of one of his mighty men, Eliam, from many years ago, was bathing privately. 
David was taken with her immediately and so asked someone on his staff for information on her. They 
told him that her name was Bathsheba and she was married to Uriah, one of David’s devoted soldiers. 
But that didn’t stop David. 

Perhaps he felt on top of the world and a touch too all powerful. Maybe he was caught up in the 
moment. Either way, it doesn’t make what he did right. He sent for her to be brought to the palace and 
he slept with her. 

I can’t imagine what was going through her mind. It is awful to even think about the grief and 
shame she was subjected to because of David. A few weeks passed and she sent word to David to let 
him know that she was pregnant. It should have ended there. David should have confessed and sought 
redemption, but he only went further. He recalled Uriah from the battle field twice. The first time, he 
tried to get him to go home to spend time with his wife, in the hopes that they would be intimate and 
cover up the affair once the child was born. Both attempts failed because Uriah refused to afford 
himself the comforts of home while his brothers slept on the battlefield.

Narrator:
Having failed to cover his affair, David went to even further extremes. He wrote to the captain 

of his military and ordered that Uriah be sent to the front lines. Once the fighting started, the men were 
to desert Uriah so that he died. After a period of mourning, David brought Bathsheba into his home and
married her. His lust had led to abuse, adultery, lies, and eventually murder. David royally messed up 
here and God was very upset with what had transpired. Once Nathan the prophet heard of these things, 
he approached the king to confront him of the issue. 

Nathan:
Rather than just come out and say what many were already thinking, I began my encounter with

David using a parable or short story. I said to him: “There were two men in a certain city, one rich and 
the other poor. 2 The rich man had a large number of sheep and cattle, 3 but the poor man had nothing 
except one small ewe lamb that he had bought. He raised it, and it grew up, living with him and his 
children. It shared his meager food and drank from his cup; it slept in his arms, and it was like a 
daughter to him. 4 Now a traveler came to the rich man, but the rich man could not bring himself to take
one of his own sheep or cattle to prepare for the traveler who had come to him. Instead, he took the 
poor man’s lamb and prepared it for his guest”

Hearing the story made David furious because he thought that whoever had done this to the 
poorer man should be put to death. He was outraged at the injustice of the story. I shook my head and 
pointed at him saying, “You are that man. You have wives and riches in abundance. Yet you took from 
a man his wife and murdered him with the sword of the enemy. Now therefore, God says, the sword 
will never leave your house because you despised me and took the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be your 



wife! God will bring disaster on your wives and give them to another before you very eyes, and he will 
sleep with them publicly in broad daylight.” David cried out in shame and confessed his sin before the 
Lord. I told him that God forgave him and that he would not die. However, the son in Bathsheba’s 
womb would not survive. I said nothing more and went home. 

David:
The prophet’s words came true. Days after the birth of my son, his cries no longer echoed 

through the palace. He died, just as God had foretold. His death was on my hands. I did my best to put 
my best foot forward from that. God was punishing me for my failure, but afforded me the grace of 
another son through Bathsheba – Solomon, who would go on to be the heir to the throne. His birth was 
a bright spark in the midst of dark days.

Narrator:
The rest of Nathan’s proclamations came true in David’s life in graphic detail. Rape, murder, 

and civil war broke out in David’s home because of his sin with Bathsheba. He had set an example for 
his sons to take whatever they wanted and so Amnon raped his step sister Tamar. In retaliation, Tamar’s
brother Absalom killed Amnon. Tamar went on to live a desolate life and lonely life. Absalom went on 
to lead a rebellion against his father that ignited in civil war. He was so successful that David and part 
of his family had to flee the palace. Once Absalom captured the palace, he asserted his authority by 
sleeping with his father’s other wives on the roof of the palace for all to see. Everything was going 
wrong and thousands were dying in civil war. 

Lydia:
“Saul has killed his thousands,

but David his tens of thousands.”

Narrator:
Eventually, David manages to reclaim the throne. He ordered his men not to kill Absalom in the 

final battle, but some of his men defy his orders and kill him anyway. David has now lost three sons 
because of his failure. Furthermore, this family squabble left some in the kingdom questioning David’s 
ability to lead, which led to further revolts within the kingdom. The sword had not yet left David’s rule.
He was still able to lead his men to victory, but was getting too old to fight effectively.  

David:
Despite the Lord dealing with me for my sin of adultery and murder, he never left my side. He 

remained true to his word to maintain my rule and was gracious to me in instances like Solomon. While
I still wasn’t perfect in the remainder of my rule, God helped me and gave me the strength to make it 
through all of the trials and adversity I encountered.  I think if I could do it all over again, I would have 
stayed close to the presence of the Lord and asked him for help like I used to do in the past. I should 
have donned the Ephod rather than let me desires and instincts take over. 

Solomon:
My father was not a perfect man. But he did love me and sought to protect my mother after all 

that had happened. I truly believe he was grieved for his mistakes and wanted the best for the kingdom.
However, sin has its consequences, even if the guilt is cleansed by God’s grace. Shortly before his 
death, my father appointed me as the heir to the throne and old Nathan the prophet anointed me. As I 
began my rule, I sought to finish what my father had started with the temple and bring stability to my 
kingdom. 



Narrator:
David is perhaps one of scripture’s most complex characters. His rise to power, humble spirit, 

and earnest love of God are traits to be admired and emulated today by any follower of God. His 
mistakes prove to be a cautionary tale about the dangers of sin and how even secret sins can harm those
around us in unexpected and tragic ways. No one, not even a king, is above God’s justice and God 
deals more critically with those that wield spiritual authority. 

Despite all this, David is still referred to as a “Man after God’s own heart” - a title that we may 
all want to have. Which goes to show that no matter what mistakes we make, God sees us as bigger 
than our failures. God doesn’t just condone or sweep those sins under the rug, but he does forgive and 
help us through the consequences if we humbly repent and ask for his help. God’s love for you 
outshines the shadows of your past mistakes.

He showed us this love by sending his one and only son, the ultimate king, Jesus, to earth. Jesus
was God incarnate and unlike David, lived a perfect life, never sinning even once. This was so that he 
could take our worst sins on his back and pay the penalty for them on the cross and then rising from the
dead 3 days later. The penalty for sin is worse than what David encountered. It is separation from God 
forever in a place called Hell. But God so loved the world that he sent his one and only son, that 
whosoever believes in him, might not perish but have eternal life. Rather than live condemned to death,
Ephesians 2:4-8 says:

“4 But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love that He had for us,[a] 5 made us alive with 
the Messiah even though we were dead in trespasses. You are saved by grace! 6 Together with Christ 
Jesus He also raised us up and seated us in the heavens, 7 so that in the coming ages He might display 
the immeasurable riches of His grace through His kindness to us in Christ Jesus. 8 For you are saved by 
grace through faith, and this is not from yourselves; it is God’s gift”

Entry into the kingdom of King Jesus is free and available to you today. All you must do is 
realize your desperate state of sin apart from Jesus’s work on the cross, confess your need of him as 
savior, believe that he is enough to save you, and ask him to come into your heart as the lord of your 
life. When the credits roll on life, will you find yourself in the Kingdom of the King of Kings? 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+2%3A4-8&version=HCSB#fen-HCSB-29232a

